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by Cameron Hanson
Plan on two stickers again this winter. 
For five straight years, the ISSA’s effort 

to merge the $15 snowmobile registration 
fee with the $15 trail user permit has failed 
to emerge from the Iowa Legislature. As 
with the four previous attempts, the mea-
sure passed the Iowa House last spring but 
stalled once again in a Senate committee.

First introduced in 2017, the bill is de-
signed to create one $30 registration fee 
plus writing costs. Currently in Iowa, resi-
dent snowmobilers are required to display 
a valid registration decal and a current trail 
pass sticker to ride on public trails, rights 
of way and frozen bodies of water.

Also applying to out-of-state riders, the 
trail permit program began in 2013 as a 
workaround to a registration fee increase. 
Compliance since its inception has hovered 
around 60 percent. Some registered snow-
mobilers consider the trail pass optional 
and ride at their own risk when deciding 
not to purchase one.

Rolling the trail permit into the registra-
tion fee will close that gap and add another 
$75,000 in revenue for the state snowmo-
bile program to help offset rising costs in 
grooming equipment, maintenance and 
fuel. Many ISSA members affirmed their 
support for the legislation at the 2018 state 
convention in Spirit Lake.

“We have been working on this for five 
years now,” Past ISSA President Jim Wil-
ley said. “We have snowmobilers across 
the state who support this getting passed. 
There is no opposition to this bill. It just 
needs to get to the Senate floor for a vote so 
it can be passed. Snowmobilers, we need 
your help to get this across the finish line.”

In 2020, the fee-merger bill carried decent 
momentum over to the Senate but lost steam 
when the COVID-19 pandemic hit Iowa and 
the state legislature paused for two months. 
The bill languished in a Senate committee 
and ultimately perished when the disjointed 

session finally ended without any action on it.
Chaired by Willey, the ISSA Legislative 

Committee believes the bill would have 
passed last year had the flow not been dis-
rupted by the pandemic. Instead, officials 
were forced to regroup in 2021. After find-
ing a new bill sponsor earlier this year, the 
proposal quickly passed the House before 
eventually bogging down in the Senate again.

“The only way we can get it through the 
Senate is if enough snowmobilers get their 
Senators to get this thing moving,” Willey 
urged in an email to the membership last 
spring. “Let’s get it done this year. Please 
contact your Senators and ask them to get 
this going before they shut down this year. 
If everyone does their part, we can still 
make this happen.”

That plea apparently fell on deaf ears, 
as the lack of response from snowmobilers 
appeared to be the death knell for the bill in 
2021. Also working against the ISSA was 
the fact the committee was operating with-
out the full strength of its long-time lobby-
ing team of Mike Heller and Paula Feltner. 

Citing financial constraints, the ISSA board 
did not renew its $26,000 contract with the 
Des Moines-based lobbyists last fall. The two 
sides did reach a compromise, and Feller and 
Heltner agreed to keep an eye on snowmobil-
ing interests at the State Capitol in exchange 
for the donations collected from snowmobile 
clubs through the ISSA’s Club Challenge. 

Without their full attention, however, the 
majority of the lobbying effort fell back on 
grassroots snowmobilers. Obviously frus-
trated, Willey said ISSA officials will need 
to decide this fall if they want to pursue the 
legislation again for a sixth time. 

Currently known as House File 853, the 
fee-merger bill is still alive for the new leg-
islative session this January. If it fails again 
next year, the legislative process will start 
over in 2023, meaning a new Representa-
tive will need to be recruited to re-intro-
duce the legislation in the Iowa House.

Forecast Remains CloudyForecast Remains Cloudy
for Single-Sticker Legislationfor Single-Sticker Legislation

Greetings, fellow snowmobilers. 
The crops may still be green 

and standing tall, but the time has 
come again to start thinking about 
and preparing for another season of 
the sport that we all enjoy. 

So with that in mind, it is just as 
important this year as any year to be 
communicating with your local clubs 
to get the normal work started that I 
know you all do every year to lay out 
and mark all of the miles of trail that 
we enjoy riding. 

Also, encourage anyone else who 
you know who rides to become in-
volved in their local club. The larger 
our membership number, the easier 
it can be for us in the event that we 
go after changes in the legislature. Or  
when grants are being considered, 
the larger the group that is affected 
can help our chances of getting a 
portion of that money to use when the 
RSC looks at getting new equipment 
or funding a trail improvement.

I would like to take a minute to ex-
tend an invitation to any club officer 
or club member to attend the next 
ISSA board meeting to have ques-
tions answered about why we may 
do things a certain way or just to 
meet the board that is representing 
the state. This meeting will be held 
at the convention center building on 
the fairgrounds in Hampton at 9 a.m. 
on Sept. 19. Hope to see many of 
you there, or if not, maybe out on the 
trails this coming season.

The fine for failing to 
register or buy a trail 

pass in Iowa is $127.50 
for each offense.
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Past ISSA President Melick
Passes Away in May
by Cameron Hanson

Past ISSA President Dick Melick of Ce-
dar Falls passed away Thursday, May 20. 
He was 89.

A former Region 4 director, Melick 
served as president from 1989-90 and re-
mained active in the state organization for 
more than 30 years, including committee 
assignments for membership, board elec-
tions, legislation and standard operating 
procedures. He was the ISSA’s resident 
historian and a great resource for board 
members.

“We all know Dick was a stickler for the 
rules, but he was also very passionate about 
snowmobiling,” nephew and immediate 
Past ISSA President Brian Carmichael said. 
“He would talk to anyone at any time about 
how the ISSA helps our sport and why peo-
ple should join a club.”

Evidenced by his years of service to the 
ISSA, organized snowmobiling was a big 
part of Melick's life. He belonged to the 
Cedar Falls Sno Hawks snowmobile club 
for a half century and held all offices at the 
local level. He helped with trail develop-
ment and signage and was also known for 
assisting law enforcement during winter 
emergencies.

Dick and his wife Anne also taught snow-
mobile safety courses to area youth and 
were active in raising money for the ISSA’s 
scholarship program and the ISSA’s offi-
cial charity, the Spina Bifida Association 
of Iowa. In 1994, the Melicks were named 
the ISSA’s Family of the Year as well as the 
U.S. Snowmobile Family of the Year. Indi-
vidually, each received the ISSA’s Lifetime 

Achievement Award: Dick in 2007 and 
Anne in 2009.

Besides his state and local service, Melick 
also served on the International Snowmo-

bile Council and 
was a member of 
the Iron Dog Bri-
gade, an honorary 
society dedicated 
to preserving the 
past and future of 
snowmobiling. In 
2001, he and Anne 
were inducted into 
the International 
Snowmobile Hall 
of Fame.

The Melicks were instrumental in intro-
ducing the sport to many in their family, in-
cluding Anne’s brother, David Carmichael, 
and his son, Brian. Both would later follow 
in Dick’s footsteps to lead the ISSA. The 
younger Carmichael said he always appre-
ciated his uncle’s advice and support, par-
ticularly when his dad was suffering from 
ALS in 2013 and later on when he was 
elected president.

“My dad always told me when he was 
sick to lean on the past presidents for 
help and questions, and they always came 
through, especially Dick,” Brian said. “His 
enthusiasm was contagious, and he is one 
of the main reasons our family got involved 
in organized snowmobiling. I don’t think 
the ISSA and snowmobiling in Iowa would 
be where it is today without the commit-
ment and dedication of volunteers like my 
dad and my uncle.”

IN MEMORIAM

Greetings from the VP. 
Nine months into 2021 and I’m 

here to tell you that this has been a 
strange year so far. I thought 2020 
was going to be hard to beat, but 
2021 has easily been the weirdest 
for me. This September issue official-
ly starts the new season of thinking 
about snowmobiling, even though we 
are months away from any measur-
able snow fall. 

The cogs on the wheels of ISSA 
have never stopped turning since 
the end of our last season, and lots 
of events have happened during the 
spring and summer. Most memorable 
was the International Snowmobile 
Congress (ISC) in Omaha in June. It 
was my first ISC where I attended the 
event from start to finish, and I’d have 
to say it was very interesting and full 
of information about snowmobiling all 
across the snowbelt. 

One common denominator I took 
from this experience was that asso-
ciations from other states—that get 
way more snow than we do—are 
having similar issues with member-
ship, funding, volunteerism, trail clo-
sure, etc... and it isn’t just an Iowa 
issue. 

Other functions that have kept 
snowmobiling front and center for me 
during the summer have been the 
ISSA Board meetings and ISC  2022 
meetings that we’ve had to prepare 
for Iowa hosting ISC in Dubuque in 
June of next year. 

The Review and Selection Com-
mittee also met in July to review 
and approve the new grants for the 
coming season. When you throw in 
a few golf outings put on by clubs in 
my area, my summer has seemed to 
fly by.  

One last thing before I go. ISSA has 
our next scheduled board meeting set 
for Sept. 19 @ 9 a.m. in Hampton at 
the Franklin County Fairgrounds Con-
vention Center. I encourage all board 
members, Region Directors and As-
sistant Region Directors from all 10 
regions to attend this meeting to dis-
cuss many issues that need to be ad-
dressed concerning our association 
and how we keep it moving to benefit 
all snowmobilers across our state!   

1931-2021

Dick Melick prepares to tow the Cedar Falls Sno Hawks ambulance cutter with his 
1980 John Deere Trailfire 340.

turn to page 17
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by Cameron Hanson
The ISSA will be presenting the 54th 

Annual International Snowmobile Con-
gress (ISC) in June at Dubuque, marking 
the third time the state organization has 
hosted this prestigious event in Iowa. The 
previous two occasions were 1995 in Cedar 
Rapids and 2010 in Coralville.

Set for June 7-11, ISC 2022 will be lo-
cated at the Grand Harbor Resort and Wa-
terpark, the same venue as the 2014 ISSA 
Convention. Andrea Willey, chair of the 
2014 convention, is also in charge of the 
2022 ISC Planning Committee. 

Registration is currently open at the ISC 
2022 website, www.snowmobilers.org/isc. 
The form is also posted on the ISSA’s web-
site at www.iowasnowmobiler.com. See 
the registration form for complete details 
and hotel information.

The theme for next year’s event is ‘Is this 
Heaven? No—It’s ISC in Iowa’, playing off 
the famous line from the 1989 movie Field 
of Dreams filmed at nearby Dyersville. In 
fact, the traditional Thursday evening ISC 
off-site excursion will be a bus trip to the 
historic movie site.

The five-day event kicks off Tuesday, 
June 7, with an optional ‘Iowa Road Trip’ 
classic car and motorcycle ride. Wednes-
day includes a welcome reception for the 
Friends of Snowmobiling Political Ac-
tion Committee (FOSPAC), and Thursday 
morning, ISC 2022 officially begins with 
opening ceremonies.

Historically, the ISC draws snowmobil-
ers from across the Snow Belt as well as 
delegates from Canada, Scandinavia and 

Russia. Snowmobile and groomer manu-
facturers are also on hand, plus snowmo-
bile program administrators from their re-
spective states and provinces.

“Snowmobile organizations from around 
the world meet to celebrate the sport and to 
do the business of snowmobiling at ISC,” 
the ISC website explains. “Representa-
tives at this event form the International 
Snowmobile Council, which is dedicated 
to promoting safe and responsible snow-
mobiling.”

According to the website, the ISC pro-
vides a communication forum and a means 
of addressing issues that are common from 
an international perspective. Including 
Iowa, 27 states are represented each year at 
ISC, and in North America alone, the sport 
generates $30 billion in economic activity.

“Snowmobiling is one of the largest 
outdoor activities and the largest motor-
ized winter sport worldwide,” the ISC site 
reads. “ISC is dedicated to the collabora-
tion of snowmobilers everywhere with re-
spect to the environment, conservation, ac-
cess, education and accountability.”

Sprinkled throughout the Congress agen-
da are speakers, meetings and educational 
sessions for the various organizations in-
volved in snowmobiling. An ‘Iowa Spirits 
Tasting’ event is planned for Friday after-
noon followed by a groomer reception that 
evening. The ISC ends with the evening 
awards banquet Saturday.

In addition to Willey, 23 ISSA members 
serve on the ISC 2022 Planning Commit-
tee. For more than a year now, they have 
been busy organizing activities, raising 

Registration Now Open for
2022 ISC in Dubuque in June

The Grand Harbor Resort and Waterpark in Dubuque will be the host site for the 54th 
Annual International Snowmobile Congress in June. Register for this prestigious event at 
www.snowmobilers.org/isc.
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funds and spreading the word about their 
event. At the 2021 ISC in Nebraska earlier 
this year, they even hosted a special ‘On 
the Farm’ hospitality night to help generate 
interest for Iowa in 2022.

“We had a great time in Omaha and have 
heard nothing but great things from those 
who stopped by our hospitality room in 
June,” Willey said. “As for next year, plan-
ning is underway, and it’s going to be a great 
time. Send in your registration today, and I 
hope to see everyone in Dubuque next year.”

Full registration costs $235 per person 
through April 30. Another $20 is added 
for late registrations through May 31, and 
anyone registering June 1 or later will be 

charged $275. Ala carte registrations are 
also available for single days.

Registration fees do not cover hotel 
rooms. Reservations for Grand Harbor 
start at $119/night. Ask for the Internation-
al Snowmobile Congress rate. The block of 
rooms will be held until May 9. Additional 
rooms are available at the Holiday Inn in 
Dubuque for the same rate.

All hotel information and congress rates 
are included in the registration form. Spon-
sorship and exhibitor opportunities are also 
being sought and can be reserved through 
the ISC website. For additional ques-
tions, contact Willey at (563) 920-4398 or 
isc2022ia@gmail.com.

Last month, the American Council of 
Snowmobile Associations (ACSA) urged 
snowmobilers in Iowa to contact Iowa 
Senators Joni Ernst and Chuck Grassley to 
encourage them to support an amendment 
increasing the federal Recreational Trails 
Program (RTP) by the same percentage as 
the Transportation Alternatives Program 
(TAP).

“As it currently stands, all transportation 
funds have been increased except the RTP 
fund,” ACSA Executive Director Christine 
Jourdain explained Aug. 5 in her weekly 
E-newsletter to ACSA members. “We are 
just asking for the same increase. We will 
have an amendment introduced with this 
increase provision. This is part of the in-
frastructure bill that is currently being de-
bated.”

The following week, Jourdain said calls 
were made and voices heard, but in the 
end, leadership did not consider the RTP 
amendent, which she noted had “biparti-
san support.” Only 20 of the 300 eligible 
amendments were introduced.

“RTP funding will remain at the current 
level at this point; however, there may be 
an opportunity to increase that in the bud-
get cycle,” she said. “We will keep you ad-
vised and may once again call on you for 
your assistance.”

RTP is funded with gas-tax dollars paid 
by off-highway recreation users—includ-
ing snowmobilers—every time they fuel 

up their vehicles and sleds. Those tax dol-
lars are set aside within TAP, representing 
roughly nine percent of the total program 
dollars. 

While funding is provided only by mo-
torized users, all trail users—including 
non-motorized—benefit from the RTP, 
which, by law, benefits 30 percent motor-
ized, 30 percent non-motorized and 40 per-
cent diversified. 

According to a recently released report 
from the Federal Highway Administration 
on fuel consumption, off-highway rec-
reation generates $281 million in gas tax 
dollars annually. However, this user group 
only receives $84 million in the RTP each 
year, Jourdain reported.

“It is time that recreational trail interests 
get back more of the gas tax dollars that 
we pay in,” she said. “With the pandemic, 
there have been record numbers of peo-
ple out enjoying our trails, which results 
in even more money being paid into the 
fund.”

In Iowa, RTP generates more than $1 
million for trail users each year. Eligible 
groups apply for grants each October, and 
within the motorized appropriation, the 
ISSA Review and Selection Committee 
historically asks for $200,000 to pay for 
grooming equipment. ISSA Vice President 
John Kahler represents snowmobiling in-
terests on the state committee which deter-
mines grant awards.

RTP Funding Increase Request
Misses Infrastructure Bill

Andrea Willey	
Becky Willey
Scott Nauman
John Kahler
Isabelle Willey
Chris Willey
John Michels
Kate Taylor

Mark Kuennen
Matt Miner
Randy Kaune
Steve Vorwald
Jim Willey
Terry Durby
Brian Carmichael
Seth Bram

Sue Michels
Duane Taylor
Lavell Kuennen
Wyatt Willey
Chris Kaune
Sherri Vorwald
Gary McVicker
Kelsey BramPlanning Committee
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2021 ISSA Annual Convention
Nov. 12-14 Ames, IA

Coming soon…Coming soon…

          2
Nov. 12-14

ISSA	

                    
  Kahler

by Cameron Hanson
This is not a misprint. The ISSA’s 47th 

Annual Convention will be held at the 
Quality Inn and Suites in Ames Nov. 12-
14. Sound familiar? It should. It is the same 
venue and weekend as the pandemic-can-
celled event in 2020.

Last year’s ill-fated affair was the first 
time in the ISSA’s history a state conven-
tion had been called off. A surge in corona-
virus cases in Iowa and heightened health 
and safety guidelines forced the decision to 
cancel the week leading up to event.

ISSA clubs in Region 7 were originally 
in charge of the ‘convention that never was’ 
last fall. This past spring, the ISSA of Board 
of Directors gave them the opportunity to 
host again this year, and they accepted.

“Let's try this again,” said ISSA Vice 
President, John Kahler, former Region 7 Di-
rector who will remain as chair of the 2021 
ISSA Convention Planning Committee.

Kahler said the convention this fall will 
have pretty much the same look and feel as 
the event they had planned a year earlier. 
The host site is the same, the schedule the 
same and most of the activities the same. 
He said he is working on securing new 
speakers and entertainment.

“More details to come as they become 
available,” he said. 

Keeping the convention in central Iowa 
again this year will suspend the ISSA’s tri-
annual rotation of convention locales. The 
host site will get back on schedule next fall 
when it moves to western Iowa for 2022. 

This year’s gathering is still technically 

the 47th annual convention, just Take 2. As 
he had planned for last year, Kahler said 
he expects to follow any recommendations 
from state health officials for this year’s 
event. 

“We will do whatever it takes to make 
this year’s convention a healthy and safe 
success,” he said.

The convention opens Friday night with 
entertainment and hospitality. Saturday 
morning brings the ISSA general assembly 
meeting and region elections. The balance 
of the day includes groomer training, semi-
nars and presentations in the afternoon and 
the awards banquet that evening. See the 
tentative agenda on page 10 for a complete 
rundown.

Kahler is once again inviting clubs to set 
up display booths for the Snowmobile Iowa 
showcase in the convention center hall. 
They can sign up with the form on page 9. 
He is also encouraging ISSA clubs to step 
up as convention sponsors. Those opportu-
nities appear on page 9 as well. He is also 
asking for members to bring donations to 

Convention Planned 
for Ames…again

Quality Inn and Suites Conference Center
2601 E 13th St., Ames, IA 50010
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EFC
Terry Durby, tdurb@yahoo.com

ISC 2022
Andrea Willey, isc2022ia@gmail.com

GROOMER TRAINING COORDINATOR
Chris Willey, ISSA.RSC@gmail.com

IOWA REC TRAILS ADVISORY REP
John Kahler, jfkahler@hotmail.com

LEGISLATIVE	
Jim Willey, james.willey2019@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP
Brittany Paulus, bepaulus@outlook.com

TRAIL BREAK TRAILER
Brian Carmichael, snohawk68@gmail.com

NOMINATIONS
Jim Willey, james.willey2019@gmail.com

PROMOTION	
Jeremy Walker, jlkwalk@gmail.com

RAFFLE
Seth Bram, sethbram@gmail.com

REVIEW & SELECTION
Terry Durby, ISSA.RSC@gmail.com
Chris Willey, ISSA.RSC@gmail.com

EASTERN IOWA TOURISM	
Becky Willey, beckywilley@iowatelecom.net

CENTRAL IOWA TOURISM
OPEN

WESTERN IOWA TOURISM 	
OPEN

TRAIL SIGN & TRAIL DEVELOPMENT
Matt Miner, mmmfarms@hotmail.com

YOUTH PROGRAM
Aaron Dorothy, aarond65@hotmail.com

SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION
Bruno Andreini, awbrunoa3@gmail.com

SPINA BIFIDA CHARITY LIAISON
Bruno Andrieni, awbrunoa3@gmail.com

COMMITTEES  COMMITTEES  
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2021 ISSA Annual Convention
Nov. 12-14 Ames, IA

Snowmobile Iowa Club Showcase
Club Name_________________________________________Region____
Contact Person_______________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________
Phone Number ____________ Email  _____________________________
Mail completed form to:

John Kahler
635 Greene St.

Slater, Iowa 50244
For more information, contact John at

jfkahler@hotmail.com or (515) 202-4061

2021 ISSA Annual Convention
Nov. 12-14 Ames, IA

Sponsorship Opportunities
Convention
Friday Night Hospitality....................................... $300
Saturday Afternoon Seminar............................... $200
Saturday Evening Banquet.................................. $500
Saturday Evening Entertainment......................... $500
Saturday Evening Social Hour............................ $400
Program Printing................................................. $200
Name Badges...................................................... $200
General Expense Donation................................. $300

Awards Banquet
Family Award....................................................... $200
Young Snowmobiler Award.................................. $200
Snowmobiler Award............................................. $200
Groomer Award................................................... $200
Club Award.......................................................... $200
Dealer Award....................................................... $200

Name/Club _________________________________
Address ____________________________________
Phone Number ______________________________
Email ______________________________________
Sponsorship Type: □ Donor   □ Convention   □  Awards
Sponsorship Item: ____________________________
Amount Enclosed: $ ____________

To secure your sponsorship, please send your 
sponsorship check made out to the ISSA and this 

sponsorship form to: 

John Kahler
635 Greene St.

Slater, Iowa 50244
For more information, contact John at 

jfkahler@hotmail.com or (515) 202-4061

2021 ISSA Annual Convention
Nov. 12-14 Ames, IA

Registration Form
Name ______________________________________
Address ____________________________________
City _________________ State _________Zip _____
Phone Number ______________________________
Email ______________________________________
Snowmobile Club ____________________________
Organization  ________________________________

Check all that apply:
___ Full Registration $75      
___ Friday night-only Registration $25     
___ Saturday-only Registration $50
___ Youth Registration $30 (5-14 years old)  
___ Under 5 are Free.

Please Note:  Registration fees do not include lodging.  
For hotel rooms, please contact the Quality Inn and 
Suites Conference Center in Ames at (515) 232-9260.  
Be sure to tell them you are with the ISSA Convention 
to receive the group rate of $109 plus tax.

Amount Enclosed: $ ____________

Please make check payable to the 
ISSA Convention 2021. 

Mail payment and completed registration form to: 

John Kahler
635 Greene St.

Slater, Iowa 50244
For more information, contact John at

jfkahler@hotmail.com or (515) 202-4061

Official Notice of ISSA 
Elections & Proposed 

By-Law Changes
Who: 

Officers & Directors from 
Odd-Numbered Regions

When: 
ISSA General Membership 
Assembly ISSA Annual 
Convention, Nov. 13, 2021

Where: 
Quality Inn and Suites 
Conference Center, Ames
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Visit the ISSA online at www.iowasnowmobiler.com. Update 
your club contact information or send us an event through the form 
at the bottom of the homepage.

Make & Take by Kym
Nov. 13 @ 1 p.m.

Quality Inn & Suites, Ames
To reserve a spot, call 

(515) 230-0910 or email 
thepurplemoosecrafts 
andmore@gmail.com

Payment can be made at time of 
class. No checks. Cash, Venmo,  

PayPal or Square.

2021 ISSA Annual Convention
Nov. 12-14 Ames, IA

Tentative Agenda
Friday, Nov. 12	
4 p.m. to 9 p.m. 	 Convention Registration
	 Snowmobile Iowa Set-Up
6 p.m. to 10 p.m.	 Hospitality Meet & Greet
7 p.m. to 10 p.m.	 Entertainment

Saturday, Nov. 13
8 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.	 Convention Registration
	 Snowmobile Iowa Set-Up
8:30 a.m. 	 Opening Ceremonies
8:45 a.m.	 Region Meetings & Elections
8:55 a.m.	 General Membership Meeting
	 V&V Insurance Update
	 ISSA Scholarship Presentation
10:30 a.m.	 Brunch. Silent Auction Opens
Noon	 RSC Update/RSC Election
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.	 Ladies Chalk Couture Craft Class
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.	 Groomer Certification Class
2 p.m.	 Clean Snowmobile Challenge
3 p.m.	 Snowmobile Iowa meeting
6 p.m.	 Dinner
7 p.m.	 Awards Banquet
	 Donations/Raffles
	 Guest Speaker

Sunday, Nov. 14
9 a.m.	 ISSA Board of Directors Meeting

the silent auction and ISSA raffles. Proceeds from those drawings 
benefit ISSA programs like charity, scholarship and communica-
tion efforts.

Clubs are also reminded to bring their contributions to the Club 
Challenge, a special fundraising drive which helps offset costs as-
sociated with the ISSA’s legislative and lobbying efforts. Last year, 
11 clubs raised $3,057 for this special fundraising arm of the ISSA 
Legislative Committee.

Donations will also be accepted convention weekend for the 
Spina Bifida Association of Iowa—the ISSA’s official charity—
and the ISSA’s Scholarship and Education Foundation. A list of 
all charitable causes recognized by the ISSA appears on page 17.

Covering the banquet, hospitality and meals, full convention 
registration costs $75 per person. Ala carte registration is also 
available. See the registration form on page 9 for complete details. 
Hotel reservations are the responsibility of the attendee and can 
be made by contacting the Quality Inn and Suites directly at (515) 
232-9260. Ask for the ISSA rate of $109 plus tax.

For questions regarding convention or for more information, call 
Kahler at (515) 202-4061 or email him at jfkahler@hotmail.com.

Enough snow remained on the ground in eastern Iowa late 
last winter for the ISSA’s Review and Selection Committee 
(RSC) to hold a Groomer Demo Day at Manchester Feb. 27. 

The committee also met in late July to approve trail grant 
awards for the upcoming season. A financial report will be 
forthcoming in the October issue of this magazine as well as at 
the November convention in Ames. 

In the meantime, clubs should be watching their inbox for 
cooperative agreements from the RSC. Please return them in 
a timely manner.  

For any questions or concerns regarding grants, groomers 
and reimbursements, please contact the RSC at issa.rsc@
gmail.com
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Looking Back
Timely snow leads to quality riding
opportunities across Iowa last winter

January snowfall map

by Cameron Hanson
COVID-19 restrictions notwithstanding, Iowa snowmobilers 

had plenty of reasons to stay in state to ride last winter with favor-
able trail conditions reported throughout the state for the better 
part of two months. You may have had to travel to find it, but it 
was out there.

Outlasting some ill-timed warm-ups, evidence of the statewide 
snow coverage could be seen on snowfall depth maps from the 
Iowa Climatology Bureau, as well as on social media posts from 
snowmobile clubs in most regions of the state. Here, members 
shared trail reports, club events and proof of grooming operations.

Measurable snow fell in Iowa from November to April last win-
ter and ended with a statewide season average at just shy of 36 
inches, or four inches above the historical average. Sibley in north-
west Iowa bookended the season with accumulations of 6.5 inches 
in November and another four inches falling in April.

According to state climatologist Justin Gilsan, Iowa received an 
average of 8.4 inches of snow in December, 12.6 inches in Janu-
ary and 11.2 inches in February. Those three months make up the 
“meteorological winter.” November, March and April combined 
for 3.5 inches of total average snowfall.

Off to a great start
Early season riding began in December, thanks to several storms 

passing through the heart of the state. A pair of systems delivered 
eight inches of snow on Dec. 13 to the Des Moines area and anoth-
er nine inches to Ankeny 16 days later. Those same cells dumped 
more than 16 inches of snow in the Cedar Rapids region, including 
a foot at Fairfax on Dec. 29. 

“Multiple winter systems moved through Iowa, leaving behind 
measurable snow statewide,” Gilsan wrote in his monthly weather 
report for December. “Over the month, above-average snow totals 
accumulated from Omaha northeast through Dubuque, and por-
tions of central and eastern Iowa measured totals of four to six 
inches above average.”

The following month, active weather patterns beginning Jan. 14 
brought blizzard conditions to western and parts of north central 
Iowa. Over the next 10 days, a handful of fast-moving systems 
crossed the state, leaving behind a half foot of snow each time. 

Jim Wickwire of Charles City finds knee-deep snow 
between Jesup and Independence Feb. 19 in Region 5.

Snowfall Trend in Iowa
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The strongest winter storm of the season was recorded Jan. 25-26, 
when a band of 8-12 inches fell from southwest Iowa northeast 
through Waterloo.

“Above average snowfall blanketed much of Iowa with January 
2021 tying 1949 as the 13th snowiest on record,” Gilsan noted.

Trend continues in February
“Unseasonably snowy conditions” continued in February, in-

cluding a Feb. 21 storm which brought up to eight inches of snow 
in an eastern Iowa line from Cedar Rapids to Decorah. According 
to Gilsan, snow also fell generously in western Iowa with Harrison 
County measuring the highest accumulation of 23.7 inches for the 
month.

Fluctuating temperatures was the story of the month in February. 
Between Feb. 7-16, the average statewide temperature dropped to 
five degrees below zero with Monona in northeast Iowa recording 
-35 toward the end of that cold snap. Then the following week, 
temperatures rebounded to finish the month with eight straight 
days above freezing.

The season-ending warm-up forced many clubs to close their 
trails earlier than planned, although riding in parts of eastern Iowa 
and along some wooded pockets of the north central Iowa contin-
ued into early March. Eventually, those areas succumbed to the 
warm temperatures as well. 

Groomer operators from the Dyersville Driftskippers and Snow 
Pioneers meet up in Region 5.

Snowmobile Iowa benefits
Although the snow should have lasted a lot longer for most rid-

ers, last winter’s above-average snowfall did result in the most 
successful campaign for the ISSA’s Snowmobile Iowa program in 
its five-year history. Here, clubs are encouraged annually to show-
case their trail systems by hosting guided tours on Saturdays for 
riders who may not be familiar with their areas. 

Four of the six Snowmobile Iowa events were held as planned: 
Jan. 23 at Cresco, Jan. 30 at Clarksville, Feb. 6 at Humboldt and 
Feb. 20 at Farley. Ironically, the two remaining dates were not can-
celled due to a lack of snow but rather out of caution for travelers 
coming to the events: blizzard conditions in Region 6 Jan. 16 and 
bitterly cold temperatures in Region 7 Feb. 13.

Other Iowa snowmobile events taking advantage of the cold 
and snow last season were Snowfest and Okoboji Winter Games, 
a pair of lake races and plenty of club events, such as the Butler 
County Snow Snoops fourth annual vintage ride in Region 4 and 
the O’Brien County Snowtrackers fun run in Region 1—both on 
Feb. 20.

“We had more than 100 riders come out to enjoy a beautiful day 
on the trails,” the Snow Snoops posted on Facebook about their 
ride from Dumont to Aredale. “If you’ve got an old snow machine 

Drone footage of the Butler County Snow Snoops vintage ride 
Feb. 20 in Region 4.

O’Brien County Snowtrackers in Region 1 grooming for their 
Feb. 20 fun run.

sitting out back, we’d love to see you bring it back to life for next 
year’s ride.”

According to Snowtrackers’ member Allison Helmers, 41 riders 
participated in their club fun run. Riders started in Calumet and 
made stops in Sutherland, Primghar and Sanburn before returning 
to Calumet. “The club members did a great job getting the news 
out, and we had a blast heading out and making five stops at local 
restaurants and bars,” she wrote in this month’s Club News.

In eastern Iowa, clubs along the Highway 20 corridor benefited 
from several storm systems moving through the state. At one point 
during the season, the consistent snowfall created a two-foot trail 
base, according to Ryan Ameskamp, president of the Dyersville 
Driftskippers in Region 5.

“This year has been a really good year for us,” Ameskamp ac-
knowledged at the end of the Snowmobile Iowa event his club 
hosted at Farley.

“We’ve been getting really good snow and have been grooming 
and packing it, so it’s been holding up really well,” added club vice 
president Todd Engelken.

Backpacking around northeast Iowa
The abundant and timely snowfall in eastern Iowa did allow for 

an 800-mile backpack trip for five members of the Floyd County 
Groomers Association in Region 4. Starting out at the truck stop in 
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Northeast  
Iowa Loop
Feb. 19-22
~

800 miles 
Four days

Arlyn Wood of Rudd enjoys 
fresh snow between Cresco 
and Lime Springs Feb. 22.

Floyd Feb. 19, the group—including this reporter—rode south to 
the north edge of Waterloo, before turning east and heading over to 
the Farley ride on Saturday.

On Sunday, the quintet turned northwest back toward Cresco, 
spending time in Backbone State Park and the Volga River Recre-
ation Area before riding in heavy snow later that evening. The final 
leg of the journey brought the group back west to Floyd Monday 
evening. 

Seizing the moment, the motivated riders followed the snow on 
a fairly planned route. Fearing the trails would not survive the fol-
lowing week’s forecast, they averaged 200 miles a day and over-
nighted in Independence, Manchester and Cresco. Snowcover 
and trail conditions did not disappoint, as the terrain ranged from 
throttle-happy farm fields to wooded river bottoms to technical 
and hilly trails.

Wayne Martin of Rockwell leads the pack through the Volga 
River Recreation Area in Region 5.

Trail maps posted to the ISSA website, digital trail maps from 
the Polaris Ride Command app and a couple of phone calls to club 
presidents along the way helped to keep everyone on course. With 
the exception of a few ditch portages, all miles were logged on 
well-marked, cross-country club trails.

Including a little unintended backtracking, the trek was not 
without its mishaps, however. Among the hiccups were a track 
separation, coolant issues and a carbide failure. But nothing hap-
pened that could not be overcome with a little trailside ingenuity, 
decent cellphone service and a few friends in the right places.

By design, the four-day extended weekend trip celebrated the 
fantastic snow in Regions 4 and 5 and recognized the efforts of 
Iowa clubs working together to connect their trails. Enjoying great 
hospitality along the way, the fivesome crossed more than a dozen 
trail systems and, through it all, appreciated neighboring clubs 
connecting to one another.

Map check at the Brandon intersection in Region 5 for Steve 
King of Marble Rock.
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Region 1
Dickinson County SnowHawks
by Jantina Carney, Publicity Director

What a great summer it has been in the Iowa Great Lakes! For 
those that aren’t aware, the Okoboji area is a huge summer vaca-
tion destination. We’ve been fortunate this summer to have our 
hotels at 98-100% capacity, and it's great to see so many people 
support our local bars, restaurants and other small businesses! Fall 
is another great time to visit, so if you haven’t been to Okoboji…
book your stay soon!  

As we look ahead to winter, the Dickinson County SnowHawks 
are proud to bring back the second annual Okoboji 100, Jan. 15-
16. Mark your calendars - this event was HUGE last year and we 
are looking to make it even bigger and better in 2022!  The end of 
January, the University of Okoboji Winter Games returns.  

I invite you to follow us on social media—both Facebook and 
Instagram to keep up to date on everything happening here in Oko-
boji! I also encourage you to follow Vacation Okoboji and Cor 
Powersports.

We’ve had great summer weather—let's keep our fingers crossed 
that we get some great snow to enjoy this winter

O'Brien County Snowtrackers
by Allison Helmers

The O’Brien County Snowtrackers put in many hours, making 
sure trails were groomed and signed, locations were contacted and 
the news was shared that there was a fun run happening this year! 
The club members did a great job getting the news out, and we had 
a blast heading out and making five stops at local restaurants/bars. 

Forty-one riders headed out from Calumet before 1 p.m. on Feb. 
20. They headed north to make stops in Sutherland, Primghar and 
Sanborn, then headed back south to stop in Paulina and make the 
final stop back in Calumet. 

It was a beautiful day for a ride and fun was had by all! We want 
to thank everyone who came out to support our club and the fun 
run we put together.

Region 5
Driftrunners, Inc.
by Zach Gooder, Vice President

Hello, everyone! It's hard to believe in a few short months the 
2021-22 season will be here! Our club has been busy throughout 
the "off" season, as many of the trails, events and activities we do 

CLUB NEWS

start with preparation well in advance. 
We are looking forward to our Annual Meeting on Sept. 18, our 

annual season Kick-Off Dance on Nov. 27, as well as planning 
and preparing for the much anticipated 51st Annual Driftrunners 
Snowfest Jan. 20-23. 

Our past treasurer was a long-time contributor to this magazine, 
and he has passed the "editorial torch" on to continue contributing 
to the magazine. We want to thank Bob Martinek for his many 
years of keeping the readers of ISSA magazine and the riders of 
Iowa educated on what our club has going on. 

Region 7
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club
by Barry Starmer, President

Hopefully everyone has had a safe and fun summer. Seems like 
we just had our April meeting, where we had our landowners ap-
preciation pizza party and gave each landowner a Casey's gift card. 

This summer, our Club has participated in four parades in the 
towns that the Heart of Iowa Trail goes through. We have been 
making plans for marking and brushing Big Creek State Park. Part 
of the trail is on public hunting ground, so this needs to be com-
pleted before the October deer season. 

Again this year we are partnering with the Central Iowa Snow-
mobilers with their grass drags in Grundy Center Sept. 25.

O'Brien County Snowtrackers Fun Run participants parked at 
the elevator in Sutherland Feb. 20.

Taking a break at the golf course clubhouse in Primghar.

CALENDAR
September
•	 Hay Days Sept. 11-12.
•	 ISSA Board of Directors meeting Sept. 19 at 9 a.m. at the 

Franklin County Fairgrounds Convention Center, Hampton.
•	 Driftrunners annual meeting Sept. 18.
•	 Central Iowa Snowmobilers fall grass drags Saturday, Sept. 

25. Classes from youth to outlaws plus side-by-sides. Visit 
club Facebook page for more information.

October
•	 Spina Bifida Association Walk-N-Roll and Adaptive Sports 

Festival Oct. 2-3, Easter Seals Campus, Des Moines.

November
•	 ISSA Annual Convention Nov. 12-14 at the Quality Inn and 

Suites in Ames.
•	 Driftrunners annual Kick-Off Dance Nov. 27.
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REGION 1
Buena Vista Blizzard BustersBuena Vista Blizzard Busters

President: Jeffrey Sassman
709 Hudson St., Storm Lake, IA 50588
(712) 299-1001

Clay County Sno BroncsClay County Sno Broncs
President: Doug Alger
912 E 14th St., Spencer, IA 51301
(712) 260-6855
eliteautodoug@gmail.com

Dickinson County SnowHawksDickinson County SnowHawks
www.dickinsoncountysnowhawks.com
P.O. Box 504, Spirit Lake, IA 51360
President: Kevin Winters
P.O. Box 305, Lake Park, IA 51347
(712) 320-9530
kwinters9530@gmail.com

Lyon County Sno-LyonsLyon County Sno-Lyons
P.O. Box 576, Rock Rapids, IA 51246
President: Walt Dibbern
902 1st Ave, Rock Rapids, IA 51246
(712) 472-3804
walt.dibbern@yahoo.com

O’Brien County SnowtrackersO’Brien County Snowtrackers
Steven Wiersma
5801 370th St, Primghar, IA 51245
(712) 461-2774
steelpack2017@yahoo.com

Osceola County High Point RidersOsceola County High Point Riders
www.highpointriders.com
President: Jeremy Wollmuth
5992 200th Street, Melvin, IA 51350
(712) 461-1510
jeremywoll10@gmail.com

Powder Players Inc.
P.O. Box 154, Remsen, IA 51050
www.powder-players.com
President: Dee Jay Kellen
dkellen91@yahoo.com
(712) 540-5723

Sioux County Snowmobile ClubSioux County Snowmobile Club
President: Ben Van Der Brink
3471 Eagle Ave
Rock Valley, IA 51247
(712) 470-1176
ben@bklandscape.com

REGION 2
Emmet County DriftbustersEmmet County Driftbusters

President: Mike Blomstrom
526 W 9th St., Estherville, IA 51334
(515) 408-8053
mblomstrom@forceamerica.com

Humboldt Sno-SkimmersHumboldt Sno-Skimmers
President: Shane Braby
PO Box 62, Dakota City, IA 50529
(515) 890-1945
snoskimmers@gmail.com

Kossuth County Drift SkippersKossuth County Drift Skippers
President: Jeremy Walker
1402 170th St., LuVerne, IA 50560
(515) 341-1626, jlkwalk@gmail.com

Palo Alto Rough RidersPalo Alto Rough Riders
President: Adam Kerr
P.O. Box 118, Cylinder, IA 50528
adamkerr1@outlook.com
(712) 298-0338

Sno-PakSno-Pak
P.O. Box 122, Rockwell City, IA 50579
Find us on Facebook
President: Kolby Wagner
749 South St., Rockwell City, IA 50579
(712) 830-3821
kolbywagner@yahoo.com

REGION 3
Hancock County Snowmobile Assn.Hancock County Snowmobile Assn.

President: Dan Stromer
1840 Hwy 69, Klemme, IA  50449
(641) 587-9903, stromerd@yahoo.com

Iowa River RidersIowa River Riders
President: Lenny Watts
2835 Sycamore Ave., Dows, IA 50071
(515) 571-6034
lenny@usa-chemical.com

Lakota Sno-EaglesLakota Sno-Eagles
President: Michael Smidt
3509 185th Ave.,Titonka,IA 50480
(515) 320-4052, myiq599@gmail.com

North Iowa Sno-JammersNorth Iowa Sno-Jammers
P.O. Box 103, Lake Mills, IA 50450
www.northiowasnojammers.com
President: Matt Trunkhill
135 310th St., Woden, IA 50484
(515) 320-0737, mtrunkhill@wgo.net

North Iowa Snow Seekers
President: Chad Brouwer
15 Williamsburg Cir
Mason City, IA 50401
(641) 425-4872
northiowasnowseekers@yahoo.com

Worth County Fence StretchersWorth County Fence Stretchers
P.O. Box 27, Northwood, IA 50459 
President: Mike Peterson
P.O. Box 97, Kensett, IA 50448
(641) 390-1499
petersonex@wctatel.net

REGION 4
Bremer County Sno-Knights

President: Jeremy Happel
141 N. Powell St., Denver, IA 50622

Butler County Snow SnoopsButler County Snow Snoops
President: Seth Bram
17313 Packard Ave
Clarksville, IA 50619
(641) 512-1932, sethbram@gmail.com

Cedar Falls Sno HawksCedar Falls Sno Hawks
President: Gary Matthias
3205 McClain Dr., Cedar Falls IA 50613
(319) 235-7667
gmkm2161@gmail.com

Chickasaw Sno-Riders
President: Nick Winter
2997 Vanderbilt Ave.
Waucoma, IA 52171
(641) 330-1134
nwinter@statebankia.com

Dewar Snow ChasersDewar Snow Chasers
President: Jim Paul
11217 East Dunkerton Rd. 
Dunkerton, IA 50626
(319) 232-7295

Floyd County Groomers AssociationFloyd County Groomers Association
President: Joe Obermeier
1301 Missouri Ave
Charles City, IA 50616
(641) 330-6225
www.floydcountygroomerswebs.com

Howard County Stump JumpersHoward County Stump Jumpers
President: Jim Owen
602 Cherry St., Riceville, IA 50466
(641) 220-0149
buckarro0149@hotmail.com

Mitchell County E-Z Riders, Inc.,Mitchell County E-Z Riders, Inc.,
President: Karl Hermann
128 State St ., Osage, IA 50461
(641) 732-5778
jkconstruction92@yahoo.com

REGION 5
Allamakee Sno-BlazersAllamakee Sno-Blazers

Allamakee Sno-Blazers
PO Box 94 Waukon, IA 52172
President: Brandon Fahey
snoblazers@yahoo.com

Dubuque County SnowhawksDubuque County Snowhawks
President: Tom Spalla
3309 Brook Hollow Dr.,
Asbury, IA 52002
(563) 582-8893, tnspalla@hotmail.com

Clayton County Snowbirds
12469 Hwy. 18, 
Postville, IA 52162
President: Dan Torkelson
302 E Church St.
Farmersburg, IA 52047
(563) 880-2422

Driftrunners, Inc.Driftrunners, Inc.
Join Us on Facebook under ‘Groups’
President: Lee Pecinovsky
17324 175th St., Elma, IA 50628
(641) 229-1588
leepecinovsky74@gmail.com

Dyersville DriftskippersDyersville Driftskippers
www.dyersvilledriftskippers.net
President: Ryan Ameskamp
29465 Dyersville E Rd.
Dyersville, IA 52040, (563) 599-6312

Snow PioneersSnow Pioneers
President: Mitchell Heims
233 Bailey Dr., Manchester, IA  52057
(563) 920-2141, heimsm@live.com

Trail Blaz-zers Inc.Trail Blaz-zers Inc.
President: Randy Henniges
1980 Y Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 269-8239
randyhenniges@gmail.com

Trails UnlimitedTrails Unlimited
1222 Hwy. 150, Festina, IA 52144
President: Bud Winter
(319) 231-3337, bwinter@acegroup.cc

Wapsipinicon Snowmobile AssociationWapsipinicon Snowmobile Association
P.O. Box 802, Indepedence, IA 50644
www.wsaiowa.com
President:  Morgan J. Kuper
1916 Central Ave., Jesup, IA 50648.
(319) 239-0590, mkuper3@jtt.net

 Winneshiek Trail Twisters Inc. Winneshiek Trail Twisters Inc.
P.O. Box 154, Decorah, IA 52101 
President: Jake Ludeking
2005 Centennial Rd.
Decorah, IA 52101, (563) 380-6747
`jakeludeking@gmail.com

REGION 6
Sac County Snow Lovers

P.O. Box 464, Lakeview, IA 51450
President: Jamie Rohlf
408 Center St., Wall Lake, IA 51466
(712) 830-2196

 REGION 7
High Bridge Trailblazers

President: Robyn Hefler 
1122 W. Mamie Eisenhower 
Ave. Boone, IA 50036 
(515) 236-0500 
robyn.hefler@gmail.com

Raccoon Valley Snow ChasersRaccoon Valley Snow Chasers
President: Mike Patten
5204 Neva Pt., Panora, IA 50216
(641) 755-3863, mjpat76@aol.com

Saylorville Dam Snowmobile ClubSaylorville Dam Snowmobile Club
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club
P.O. Box 3133, Des Moines, IA 50316
www.saylorvilledamsnowmobileclub.org
President: Barry Starmer
602 NE Trilein, Ankeny, IA 50021
(515) 240-5444
sastarmer@q.com

Team Iowa SnowmobilersTeam Iowa Snowmobilers
www.teamiowasnowmobilers.com
President: David Eide
3339 Stagecoach Rd.
Stratford, IA 50249
teamiowasnowmobilers@gmail.com
(515) 835-8000

Webster County Ice BreakersWebster County Ice Breakers
President: John Gallentine 
P.O. Box 193 Dayton, IA 50530 
(515) 351-7859 
jgallentine86@gmail.com

REGION 8
Central Iowa SnowmobilersCentral Iowa Snowmobilers

P.O. Box 1751
Marshalltown, IA 50158
President: Blake Matney
PO Box 171, Liscomb, IA 50148
(641) 485-3161
bmatney05@gmail.com

Tri-County Snowmobile AssociationTri-County Snowmobile Association
P.O. Box 231, Traer, IA 50675
President: John McKenna
5164 23rd Ave., Mt. Auburn, IA 52313
319-721-5895, jnmckenna1@gmail.com

REGION 9
Cedar County Winter WarriorsCedar County Winter Warriors

ccwwarriors@yahoo.com
President: Jerry Meier
1241 Jackson Ave., Tipton, IA 52772
(319) 325-6021
jerrymeier2040@gmail.com

Cascade Snowmobile ClubCascade Snowmobile Club
President: Steve Peiffer
916 6th Ave. SE, Cascade, IA 52033
(563) 599-1875

Eastern Iowa SledheadsEastern Iowa Sledheads
P.O. Box 519, Lone Tree, IA 52755
easterniowasledheads@aol.com
President: Mindy Scott
P.O. Box 435, 204 W. Dougherty Dr.
Lone Tree, IA 52755
scott4@iowatelecom.net
(319) 629-4630(h), (319) 325-1903(c)

Eastern Iowa Sno-Riders
President: Logan Goettsch
1945 278th St, Calamus, IA 52729
easterniowasnoriders@gmail.com

Frozen FewFrozen Few
P.O. Box 612
Cedar Rapids, IA 52406-0612
President: Rodney Rocarek
1718 O’Connor Rd
Mt. Vernon, IA 52314 
(319) 533-1115, rocarek.inc@gmail.com

Scott County Sno-SeekersScott County Sno-Seekers
scottcountysnoseekers@gmail.com
1312 Middle Rd Bettendorf, IA 52722
President: Conor Flaherty
(563) 505-4806
eagle3382@aol.com

Snowdrifters, Inc.Snowdrifters, Inc.
P.O. Box 5135, Coralville, IA, 52241
www.iowa-snowdrifters.org
President: Chuck Kikuts
2912 Wyatt Dr. NE
North Liberty, IA 52317
(319) 431-4501

Snowmobilers of Jackson CountySnowmobilers of Jackson County
President: Dale Sieverding
30939 320th St., Bellevue, IA 52031 
(563) 451-6625
dalesieverding@yahoo.com

REGION 10
Southwest Iowa Snow ScootersSouthwest Iowa Snow Scooters

President: Trent Larson
25817 208th St., Crescent, IA 51526
(712) 309-1516, trentlarsn@gmail.com

Stag Island Skol PatrolStag Island Skol Patrol
President: Brad Landhuis
3046 210th St., Clarinda IA 51632

Appanoose County Trails,Inc.  
P.O. Box 825, Centerville, IA 52544

Southeast Iowa Ridge BlastersSoutheast Iowa Ridge Blasters
se.iowa.ridge.blasters@gmail.com
President: Aaron Dorothy
502 E. Cedar Ln., 
Mt. Pleasant IA 52641
(319) 986-5188(h), (319) 217-6361 (c)
aarond65@hotmail.com

Clubs in red reported 100% ISSA MembershipClubs in red reported 100% ISSA Membership SNOWMOBILE CLUBSSNOWMOBILE CLUBS
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REGION 1
Storm Lake Honda

Arctic Cat
207 E. Milwaukee Ave.
Storm Lake, IA 50588
(712) 732-2460
stormlakehonda.com

REGION 2
Algona Machine  
& Supply

2204 Plum Creek Rd.
Algona, IA 50511
(515) 295-9521

Brian’s Construction
206 4th Ave NE
Pocahontas, IA 50574
(712) 335-3229
brianslama@hotmail.com

Byron’s
112 S. Main St.
Pomeroy, IA 50575
(712) 468-2372
byrons@ncn.net
byrons-bar.com
LIVE music every Sunday @ 5

Carlson Auto 
Body Repair

540 High St
Rockwell City, IA 50579
712-297-5517 

Champion Chrysler 
Center

Ski-Doo
527 Court St. P.O. Box 153
Rockwell City, IA 50579
(712) 297-7537
joe@champchrysler.com
championchryslercenter.net

Collision Center
704 NW 7th St. 
Pocahontas, IA 50574
(712) 358-0350
pokycollision1@yahoo.com

Co-Op Bar and Grill
714 S East St. 
Pomeroy, IA 50575
(712) 297-4600
thecoopbarandgrill.com

Flipside Pizza & Pub
11 Dewitt St.
LuVerne, IA 50560
515-882-9303

J & K Snowmobile 
2703 7th Ave. S., 
Estherville, IA 51334
(712) 362-3031
zr599@hotmail.com
jandksnowmobile.com

Joe’s Tire & Auto
749 High St
Rockwell City, IA 50579
712-297-8818

KC’s Halftime Lounge
928 Main St.
Manson, IA 50563
(712) 469-2613

Klocko Construction
114 1st Ave E, 
Knierim, IA 50552
(515) 571-5724

Mindy Erpelding
203 Hillside Dr. 
Algona IA, 50511

Ramthun Custom 
Services

2257 Traer Ave.
Manson, IA 50563	
515-480-3970

Rasmuson Electric
2781 Valley Ave.
Rockwell City, IA 50579
515-467-5748

Sedlacek 
SnowmobileSalvage

412 Fifth St..
Rockwell City, IA 50579
(712) 210-0718 
Find us on Facebook!

Wagner Custom Rolling
749 South St.
Rockwell City, IA 50579 
(712) 830-3821

Wood's Super Market
108 W. Elm Ave.
Pocahontas, IA 50574
(712) 395-3600

Zinnel Bean Rolling
716 S Main St.
Pomeroy, IA 50575
(515) 419-5527

REGION 3
The Branding Iron

Fine dining
135 Jackson St.
Thompson, IA 50478
(641) 584-2912

Brcka Construction
Fertile, IA 50434

Buckets Bar & Grill
309 5th Ave. SW
Buffalo Center, IA 50424

Buckets Bar & Grill
140 South Jackson St.
Thompson, IA 50478

Buffalo Lanes, LLC
Bowling alley
120 1st St. NW
Buffalo Center, IA 50424
(641) 562-2611

Chappy’s on Main
122 S Main St, 
Clarion, IA 50525
(515) 532-2727
ragingcy@yahoo.com

County Line Seeds
129 Industrial Dr., 
Forest City, IA 50436

DK Arndt, PC
116 East I St.
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-4631
dkafc@dkarndtcpa.net
dkarndtcpa.net

Donna’s Lounge
427 1st St., P.O. Box 194
Meservey,	IA 50457	
(641) 358-6419

Fleener Auto Parts 
& Service

11475 Hwy 9, 
Thompson, IA 50478
(641) 584-2100

Forest City Ford, Inc.
P.O. Box 448
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-5555

Fuel Coal Fired Pizza
223 North Main
Clarion, IA 50525
515-532-3835, 515-293-1569	
nelsoncurt2@yahoo.com

Garage Tavern
103 Main St
Coulter, IA 50431
641-430-6855
thegaragetavern@gmail.com

Hair Designs
236 E J St.
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-2405
sbenson@wctatel.net

Hansell Ag Repair
1612 Vine Ave.
Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 456-2034
dannek2034@gmail.com

Happy Time Resort
526 470th St.
Lake Mills, IA 50450	
(641) 592-2267
smantha@wctatel.net	
happytimeresort.com

Helm Farms
12376 345th St
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 581-3959

shelm@wctatel.net
Holland Contracting

1400 S. 4th St.
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-2231
hollandcontracting.com

Iowa Central Electric
PO Box 203
Alden, IA 50126
(515) 859-7072
(641) 373-1186
jerry@icecontracting.com

JACG
1789 Grouse Ave.
Latimer, IA 50452
(641) 425-2488
rodemeyerj@yahoo.com

Jerry's Place
212 River Ave. S. 
Belmond, IA 50421	
641-444-3008		
kay.barkema@gmail.com

JM Pork
507 4th St NW
Buffalo Center, IA 50424

JT Machine & Tool Co.
602 S Federal St. 
P.O. Box 304
Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 456-4513
jeff@jtmachineandtool.com

Keel Farms
1515 335th St.
Forest City, IA  50436
(641) 430-3823

Kirschbaum Electrical 
& Plumbing

609 S. Winnebago 
Lake Mills, IA 50450
(641) 592-8831

Lake Mills Motor Sports
Polaris
45563 C Hwy 69
Lake Mills, IA 50450
(641) 592-2145
lakemillsmotorsports.com

Manufacturer’s 
Bank & Trust

245 E J St.
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-2825 mbtbank.com

Mason City 
Powersports

12499 265th St.
Mason City, IA 50401
(641) 423-3181
mcps@netconx.net

Maurer, Reed & 
Tesene, DDS

55 State St.
Garner, IA 50436
(641) 923-3771 
(800) 450-3771
garnerdental.com

Maxyield Cooperative
Britt, IA 50423
(641) 843-3878

Mother Nature’s
Maintainers

505 Rowan Rd.
Dows, IA 50071 
(515) 851-8516

Muhlenbruch Insurance
PO Box 426
Dows, IA 50071
(515) 290-2968, 
buck@trvnet.net

Murra Hardware
204 N Main St.
Buffalo Center, IA 50424

Old Fire Liquor
113 1st St NE
Buffalo Center, IA 50424

Oscar’s Pub
111 E. Ellsworth St. 
Dows, IA 50071
(515) 852-3283		
mattammerman48@gmail.com

Sietsema Family 
Monument Sales

P.O. Box 172, 
Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 456-9177 
psietsema@gmail.com

Smith Crop 
Insurance Agency

2285 Taylor Ave.
Rowan, IA 50470
(515) 689-3986 
smithinsavery@gmail.com

Smokin Joes
1108 15th St. NE
Mason City, IA 50401

Stumble Inn
107 Second St
Bradford, IA 50041
(515) 360-4883

The Corner Restaurant 
& Lounge

207 East Main
Belmond, IA 50421
(641) 444-4451

Timber Tree Service
3217 Hwy 69
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 581-2579

USA Chemical
1275 Hwy 69, 
Belmond, IA 50421
(515) 571-6012
ryan@usa-chemical.com

Vinje Pub
15960 490th St., 
Scarville, IA 50473
(641) 568-3150

Voortmann Seeds
6450 390th St.
Buffalo Center, IA 50424

Weaver’s Leather Store
112 N. Main St.
P.O. Box 236	
Buffalo Center, IA 50424
(641) 562-2992

West Scott Farm LLC
1332 Eagle Ave.
Latimer, IA 50452
smuhlenbru@newcoop.com
(515) 571-4137

Westside
1214 Water St., Alden, IA 
50006, (515) 859-3087
marcelavancova@hotmail.com

Worden Repair LLC
560 Hwy 3
Latimer, IA 50452
(641) 579-6444 
wordenllc@gmail.com

REGION 4
DR Powersports
Ski-Doo/Kawasaki
3600 Fast Lane
Cedar Falls, IA 50613, 
(319) 235-6453
drpowersports.com

REGION 5
Gary’s OK Ski-
Doo/Can-Am 

“Iowa’s largest dealer. Since 1966” 
1704 1st St. W. 
Independence, IA 50644 
(319) 334-3731	
garysskidoo@indytel.com	
garysskidoo.com

Kuennen’s 
House of Power

455 Main St. W.
P.O. Box 216
Maynard, IA 50655
(563) 637-2870
mkuennen2000@hotmail.com

Myers Polaris Inc.
Polaris
304 E Main St., 
Fairbank, IA 50629
(319) 635-2311
myerspolaris@mchsi.com
myerspolaris.com

V & V Insurance 

Agency Inc.
P.O. Box 159, Cresco	
IA, 52136-0159
(563) 547-2161
insurance@vandvins.com

REGION 6
Al’s Corner

1801 Kittyhawk Ave.
Carroll, IA 51401	
(712) 673-2723

Blackhawk Marine
3001 Hwy 71/175	
Lake View, IA 51450	
(712) 657-2368

Breda Bar & Grill
16323 120th St.
Breda, IA 51436

CarQuest
1705 W. Main	
Sac City, IA 50583	
(712) 662-4738

Catman Mowers
182 South St.
Lake View, IA 51450

Cobblestone Inn & 
Suites

119 Boulders Dr. 
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 657-2660

Denny Auto Center
119 9th St.
Lake View, IA 51450

Field Ready
P.O. Box 256
Lake View, IA 51450	
(712) 657-2000	
Frank’s Repair

3235 390th St.
Breda, IA 51436
(712) 673-4661

Hey O Cattle Company
1690 260th St.
Odebolt, IA 51458

Independent Inputs
111 N 1st St. 
Breda, IA 51436

Iowa State Bank
419 Main St.
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 657-2721

Jacobsen Seed
129 9th St., P.O. Box 379
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 665-2841

Jocks Sport Bar
215 S Main St.
Odebolt, IA 51458
(712) 668-2245

Lake View Motors
2885 330th St.
Lake View, IA 51450
(712)-657-8012

Laney’s Corral
319 Main St.
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 830-4967

Odebolt Bowling Alley
401 S. Des Moines
Odebolt, IA 51458
(712) 668-2278

Outcast LakeView 
Redemption

502 5th St.
Lake View, IA 51450

Phil McCrews 
Sprayfoam

15872 Ivy Ave.
Carroll, IA 51401

Phillips Manufacturing
2900 310th St.
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 657-2105

Pizza Plus
130 W 1st St.	
Wall Lake, IA 51466	
(712) 664-2332

Red’s Place
116 Main St.	
Breda, IA 51436	

(712) 673-4410
Rex Chevrolet

805 S. Des Moines St.	
Odebolt, IA 51458	
(712) 668-2296

Russ Knobbe Spraying
23339 110th St.	
Carroll, IA 51401

Schroeder Seeds
609 N Main St.	
Wall Lake, IA 51466	
(712) 830-3211

Shamrock Boat Sales
217 370th St.
Carnarvon, IA 51450

Sorenson Repair
12401 Eagle Ave.	
Breda, IA 51436

The Bar
416 Main St.	
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 665-2614

The Dock-It
111 Boulders Dr.
Lake View, IA 51450

Thirsty Carp
930 9th St.
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 665-2313

Timeless Vault
730 5th St. 
Lake View, IA 51450

Trailside Roadhouse
110 370th St.	
Carnarvon, IA 51450	
(712) 664-2706

Vonnahme Construction
23087 110th St.	
Carroll, IA, 51401	
(712)-673-4456

Wall Lake Lumber
201 1st W St.
Wall Lake, IA 51466
(712) 664-2357

Whiskey Run
17499 Ivy Ave.	
Maple River, IA 51401	
(712) 790-4502

REGION 7
ALS Assn. Iowa Ch.

3636 Westown Pkwy. Ste. 204
West Des Moines, IA 50266
(515) 369-2572
info@alsaiowa.org 
webia.alsa.org

Autism Society of Iowa
P.O. Box 65311
West Des Moines, IA 50265	
(515) 327-9075 
autism50ia@aol.com
autismia.com

Edward Jones
Justin M. Bjerke
2575 N Ankeny Blvd., Ste. 217	
Ankeny, IA 50023-4703	
515-965-7582	
edwardjones.com

Spina Bifida
Association of Iowa

8525 Douglas Ave., Suite 39
Urbandale IA 50322
(515) 278-7013
contact@sbaiaorg, sbaofia.org

OUT OF STATE
North Park Inn

625 Main St.
Walden CO 80480
(970) 723-4271x6
northparkinnandsuites.com

Pink Ribbon Riders
5420 Beckley Rd., Ste. 334
Battle Creek, MI 49015	
pinkribbonriders.com

Visit Grand Rapids
10 NW 5th St. (Second Floor)
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
(800) 355-9740
visitgrandrapids.com

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSASSOCIATE MEMBERS
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Friends of the ISSA
Best’s Powerhouse, Dunkerton......................... $100
Dan and Kolette Delperdang, Spirit Lake..........$100
Bob and Judy King, Council Bluffs.................... $100
Dickinson County SnowHawks..........................$100 

ISSA Lobbyist Club Challenge
Wapsipinicon Snowmobile Association.............$500
Tri-County Snowmobile Association..................$407
Central Iowa Snowmobilers............................... $350
Floyd County Groomers Association.................$300
Bremer County Sno-Knights.............................. $250
Cedar Falls Sno Hawks..................................... $250
Lyon County Sno-Lyons.................................... $250
Chickasaw Sno-Riders...................................... $250
Snow Pioneers.................................................. $200
Team Iowa Snowmobilers.................................. $200
Iowa River Riders.............................................. $100 

Spina Bifida Association of Iowa
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club..................$1,000
Scott County Sno-Seekers................................$950
Cedar Falls Sno Hawks..................................... $500
Central Iowa Snowmobilers............................... $500
Hancock County Snowmobile Association........$500
Worth County Fence-Stretchers........................$500
Tri-County Snowmobile Association..................$407
Floyd County Groomers Association.................$300
Howard County Stumpjumpers.......................... $250
Bremer County Sno-Knights.............................. $250
Chickasaw Sno-Riders...................................... $250
Iowa River Riders.............................................. $200
Snow Pioneers.................................................. $200
Team Iowa Snowmobilers.................................$200
Trail Blaz-zers, Inc............................................. $200

ACSA Legal Defense Fund
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club..................... $250
Floyd County Groomers Association.................$200
Team Iowa Snowmobilers.................................. $200
Iowa River Riders.............................................. $100

ISSA Scholarship Foundation
Central Iowa Snowmobilers............................... $250
Howard County Stumpjumpers.......................... $250
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club..................... $250
Chickasaw Sno-Riders...................................... $250
Floyd County Groomers Association.................$200
Iowa River Riders.............................................. $200
Snow Pioneers.................................................. $200
Team Iowa Snowmobilers.................................. $200
Dickinson County Snowhawks.......................... $100

ISU Clean Snowmobile Challenge
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club..................... $250
Team Iowa Snowmobilers.................................. $200
Scott County Sno-Seekers................................$200

ALS of Iowa
Team Iowa Snowmobilers.................................. $200

Please mail donation checks to the ISSA office 
at 1924 270th St., Marble Rock, IA 50653. 

2021 DONATIONS

Iowa State Snowmobile Trail Grant Program Iowa State Snowmobile Trail Grant Program 
Review and Selection CommitteeReview and Selection Committee
Permanent Administrative Positions

•	 Chris Willey, Past ISSA President
•	 Terry Durby, Past ISSA President

Members By Position
•	 Scott Nauman, ISSA President
•	 John Kahler, ISSA Vice President

Members By Election
•	 Randy Magg (Western representative)
•	 John Gallentine (Central representative)
•	 Todd Sieverding (Eastern representative)

Iowa DNR Representative
•	 Rhonda Fowler

Iowa Recreational Trails Advisory Committee Representative
•	 John Kahler (by appointment)
Please communicate with the committee via email at ISSA.RSC@gmail.com.

Iowa State Iowa State 
Snowmobile Trail Snowmobile Trail 

Grant ProgramGrant Program

In addition to snow-
mobiling, the Melicks 

enjoyed travelling, especially to ISSA 
Summer Campouts and International 
Snowmobile Congress venues. They 
toured Europe and even rode snowmo-
biles in June at Iceland once. True out-
door enthusiasts, the couple pursued sev-
eral other recreational interests, includ-
ing camping, boating and fishing.

A proud veteran, Melick joined the 
U.S. Army in 1951. He served in the 
Korean War and remained in the Army 
Reserves for 40 years. He was later in-
vited to participate in an Honor Flight to 
Washington, D.C. Melick retired as a su-
pervisor from John Deere in Waterloo in 
1985. His wife preceded him in death in 2011. He is survived by three daughters, 
five grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be directed to the Nazareth Lutheran Church in Cedar Falls, 
the Christian Crusaders or the ISSA Education and Scholarship Foundation.

Dick Melick donning his trade-
mark U.S. Army veteran hat and pi-
loting his boat at the 2009 ISSA Sum-
mer Campout at Lake Rathbun.

from page 5

Dick and Anne Melick in matching gear with their matching Ski Doo touring 
machines. The Cedar Falls couple earned several accolades throughout their 
lifetime in snowmobiling.



Iowa State Snowmobile Association Sponsorship Application
Please remit with payment. Make check payable to the ISSA. Mark appropriate box:

		  □ Platinum            □ Club	 □ Friend	 □ Associate            □ Individual 

Name of Business, Club or Individual:_________________________________________Contact Person:________________Date:___/___/_____
Address:______________________________________________________City:_________________________ State:______ Zip:___________
Phone:_____________________Email:_____________________________________Website:_______________________________________
If signing up through a club, list club name here:_____________________________________________________________________________
Anything you’d like to add to your listing in the magazine? _____________________________________________________________________

Platinum/Club Sample Ad Size

ISSA Platinum Sponsor: $500
•	 Seven display ads in the Iowa Snowmobiler (see sample for actual size)
•	 Same ad with link in rotation at www.iowasnowmobiler.com     
•	 Best option for website advertising with the ISSA
•	 PayPal invoicing available for credit card payments. Fees apply.

ISSA Club Sponsor: $350
•	 Same benefits as Platinum Sponsor minus Associate Membership
•	 Discounted trail map advertising in the Iowa Snowmobiler
•	 Only open to snowmobile clubs and non-profit organizations

Friend of the ISSA: $100
•	 Open to businesses, individuals, clubs and other sustaining partners
•	 Directory listing in each issue of the Iowa Snowmobiler
•	 Current-year subscription to the Iowa Snowmobiler

ISSA Associate Member: $25
•	 Open to businesses only
•	 Directory listing in first and last issue of the Iowa Snowmobiler
•	 Current-year subscription to the Iowa Snowmobiler

ISSA Individual Member: $20
•	 Current-year membership to the Iowa State Snowmobile Association
•	 Current-year subscription to the Iowa Snowmobiler

Sign Up Today!
Send this sponsorship form and payment to:

ISSA Sponsorship
1924 270th Street
Marble Rock, IA 50653

For more information, contact Jim Willey, 
ISSA Communications Chair, at (563) 920-
0911 or james.willey2019@gmail.com.

Additional advertising opportunities available.  
Download the Iowa Snowmobiler rate card at  
  www.iowasnowmobiler.com under ‘Magazine’ 
     tab or email editor@iowasnowmobiler.com.

Five Great Ways to Support  
Snowmobiling in Iowa

❷❷

❸❸

❹❹

❺❺

❺❺
❶❶



ISSA Platinum SponsorsISSA Platinum Sponsors
Iowa Snowdrifters 
Snowmobile Club
Region 9

Maintaining trails around Solon, North 
Liberty, Ely, Fairfax and surrounding areas

www.iowasnowdrifters.com

CLUBS

www.floydcountygroomers.webs.comwww.floydcountygroomers.webs.com




